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Introduction
IP Access is a competitive grant-funding scheme provided by the Intellectual Property Office 
(IPO) in conjunction with the IP audit plus partners (Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise 
Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and Islands Enterprise, and the Welsh 
Government. This guidance is intended to provide information about the IP Access scheme.

The grant scheme has been developed to ensure that small and medium-sized businesses 
(SMEs) identified as having potential to innovate and grow receive additional financial 
support to help them do so. Contributions received via this funding scheme can be used 
towards IP management and commercialisation of IP. It is hoped that the support provided 
will encourage businesses to have the confidence to act on business opportunities, invest 
in research and development, and use their IP assets. The ultimate aim of the service is to 
connect businesses with the professional services they need to make their IP work for them, 
grow their business and generate greater incomer and value.

It is also about making sure that businesses understand the risks their business faces 
and how to manage them. It is expected that businesses will use the additional financial 
contribution they receive to seek professional advice to put their IP strategy into place and 
exploit their IP.

The IP Access scheme is available to businesses that have been awarded a part-funded 
IP audit between April 2020 to March 2022 with an IP audit plus partner (either Innovate 
UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh Government). 

The IP Access scheme offers a maximum contribution of £5,000 (including VAT) to take 
forward the recommendations made in the IP audit report. The IP Access scheme will either 
be dispensed to the business to cover expenses the business incurred to take forward the 
recommendations in the IP audit report, or as a direct payment to an IP professional to cover 
services that will be delivered.

For further information, please review the IP Access Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) and 
application form, or contact your nominated contact at Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise 
Europe Network) or at contact@innovateukedge.ukri.org. Alternatively, contact the Intellectual 
Property Office (IPO) at ipaccess@ipo.gov.uk. 

The IP Audit and

A part-funded analysis 
to set out clear 
recommendations as to 
how the business could 
leverage value out of 
their IP and develop an 
IP management plan  
to integrate their IP 
assets into their wider 
business strategy

The IP Audit and

An inclusive one hour 
advisory meeting 
with a qualified IP 
professional and the 
innovation (business) 
advisor to develop an IP 
management plan and 
strategy

The IP Access promotes

Further funding to 
help the business to 
start to implement 
the IP strategy and 
to overcome realised 
barriers to innovation 
and growth

Innovation and Business 
growth

mailto:ipaccess%40ipo.gov.uk?subject=
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What is IP Access for?
The IP Access scheme provides up to a maximum of £5,000 (including VAT) to businesses that have been 
awarded a part-funded IP audit with an IP audit plus partner (either Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise 
Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh Government) 
between April 2020 to March 2022. 

The purpose of the funding is to help businesses to act on business opportunities and risks and to invest in innovation. 

Funding received through the IP Access scheme can be used towards:

• The management of IP assets,
• Commercialisation of IP,
• Licensing and franchising agreements,
• IP insurance,
• IP valuation,
• Tax relief advice, and
• Professional fees for IP services in the UK and abroad including, patent, trade mark and registered design 

searching and the preparation of, patent,  trade mark and registered design applications.

The funds cannot be used to cover official filing fees for filing patents, trade marks or registered design 
applications. The funds can however, be used towards any legal fees incurred to file a patent, trade mark or 
registered design applications. The application form explains what the funds can and cannot be used for.

Businesses that have been awarded a part-funded IP audit between April 2020 to March 2022 and incurred 
expenses in relation to these services prior to 25 August 2021, may still be eligible for funding through this 
scheme.

Who should submit the IP 
Access application?
All requests for IP Access must be received by 31 March 2022, when the scheme will come to an end. All 
applications must be submitted by a nominated contact at a partner organisation (as explained below). 
Businesses may apply for funding by either of the following routes:

1) Businesses that have been awarded an IP audit between April 2020 to March 2022 with an IP audit plus 
partner (either Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh Government) and want to apply for funding to implement the actions 
recommended in the IP audit report, may apply for funding for the delivery of these services.

Businesses that wish to apply for costs (that will be incurred) to be covered by this fund should:

a. Complete Application Form A following discussion with your nominated contact at the partner organisation 
(either Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh Government).
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b. Ask your chosen IP professional to complete the separate form (Annex 1)  and return it to you, providing 
details of the services (including costs) that will be delivered.

c. Ask the nominated contact at the partner organisation (either Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe 
Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh government) to 
endorse the application and send it together with the form completed by the IP professional to the IPO.

d. If your application is successful ask the IP professional that delivers the service to send their invoice directly 
to the IPO at ipaccess@ipo.gov.uk and copy you in. The IPO will pay the IP Professional directly for their work. 
The invoice must provide details of the services delivered and the costings. Funds received from the IP Access 
grant scheme can only be used to cover costs relating to the management of IP assets, commercialisation 
of IP, licensing and franchising agreements, IP insurance, IP valuation, tax relief advice and professional fees 
for IP services in the UK and abroad including patent, trade mark and registered design searching and the 
preparation of patent, trade mark and registered design applications and not for the official filing fees for 
patents, trade marks or registered designs (legal fees associated with these services can however be covered).

(2) Businesses that have been awarded an IP audit plus scheme between April 2020 to March 2022 and incurred 
expenses for any of the services listed above prior to 25 August 2021, may apply for funding to cover incurred 
costs, provided they are eligible for the scheme and meet the criteria explained in the application pack.  

Businesses that wish to apply for funding to cover costs incurred and paid for should:

a. Complete Application Form B following discussion with your nominated contact at the partner organisation 
(either Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh Government).

b. Ask the IP professional that delivered the service(s) to fill out the separate form (Annex 1) and return it to 
you with copies of invoices that support the information provided. This must provide details of the services 
delivered. Funds received from the IP Access grant scheme can only be used to cover costs relating to 
the management of IP assets, commercialisation of IP, licensing and franchising agreements, IP insurance, 
IP valuation, tax relief advice, and professional fees for IP services in the UK and abroad including patent, 
trade mark and registered design searching and the preparation of patent, trade mark and registered design 
applications (and not the official filing fees for patent, trade mark or registered designs).

c. Ask your nominated contact at the partner organisation (either Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise 
Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh Government) 
to endorse the application and send it together with the form completed by the IP professional and copy 
invoice(s) to the IPO. 

d. If your application is successful, the IPO will contact you to arrange payment of funding to your business for 
eligible costs incurred.

A maximum of £5,000 (including VAT) per business will be made available through this scheme.

mailto:ipaccess@ipo.gov.uk
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How is IP Access related to 
the IP audit?

The business participates in a business support programme with an IP audit plus partner (either 
Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh Government.

If the nominated advisor at the IP audit partner organisation has identified the business as 
a potential candidate for an IP audit, they will direct them to information about the IP audit 
scheme. Should the business choose to apply, the nominated contact will support them with the 
application process.

If the business’ application for an IP audit is successful, they will appoint an IP professional to 
conduct the IP audit. The nominated advisor may direct the business to information about how 
to do this, but will not recommend or arrange one for them. Once the IP audit for the business is 
completed, the nominated contact will discuss the findings of the IP audit report with the business 
and inform them that the opportunity to attend a free one-hour pro-bono meeting with the IP 
professional to discuss priorities and costs is available to them. 

Businesses that pursue this opportunity would have received the full package of business support 
available to them from the IP audit plus programme, and may be eligible to apply for / receive 
further assistance from the IP Access grant scheme.

As demonstrated in the chart above, IP Access follows on from the support the business would have previously 
received. This is described in further detail below.

IP Audit: identifying IP

The business would have accessed a part-funded IP audit with a partner organisation (either Innovate UK Edge 
(formerly Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh 
Government). The nominated contact at the partner organisation would have been able to direct the business to 
where information on how to appoint an IP Professional to conduct the IP audit can be found. The IP professional 
would have met with the business and provided a report that set out clear recommendations/action points that 
would allow them to leverage the value of their IP and develop an IP management plan to integrate their IP 
assets into their wider business strategy. The IP professional would have also submitted the report and invoice 
to the IPO for payment. On receipt of the IP audit report the business would have been offered follow up support 
from the nominated contact who would have worked with them to identify next steps and priorities in respect of 
their IP.
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IP Access: managing IP

IP Access offers a maximum contribution of £5,000 (including VAT) towards costs that are incurred to implement 
the recommendations made in the IP audit report. These measures can include the management of IP assets, 
commercialisation of IP, licensing and/or franchising agreements, IP insurance, IP valuation, tax relief advice, 
or professional fees for IP services in the UK and abroad, including patent, trade mark and registered design 
searching and the preparation of patent, trade mark and registered design applications.

The scheme is only available to businesses that have been awarded a part-funded IP audit between April 2020 to 
March 2022 with an IP audit plus partner (either Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish 
Enterprise and the Highlands and Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh Government). 

The business may be eligible for funding if they incurred expenses to implement the actions recommended in the 
IP audit report prior to 25 August 2021. 

Delivery of all services provided by the IP professional will need to be evidenced on the separate form (Annex 1) 
and submitted with your application form.  

The information provided in your application is deemed “commercially sensitive” by the IPO and kept confidential.



Concept House
Cardiff Road
Newport
NP10 8QQ

Tel: 0300 300 2000 
Email: information@ipo.gov.uk 
Web: www.gov.uk/ipo

Facebook: TheIPO.UK
Twitter: @The_IPO
YouTube: ipogovuk
LinkedIn: uk-ipo

For copies in alternative formats please 
contact our Information Centre.

When you no longer need this booklet,
please recycle it.
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