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IP Access 

Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs)
1) What is IP Access?

IP Access is a targeted support scheme to help businesses with ambitions to innovate and grow. It aims to 
connect businesses with professional services to manage their intellectual property (IP) portfolio.

2) Is funding available?

IP Access is a competitive grant-funding scheme. A maximum contribution of £5,000 (including VAT) is available 
for eligible businesses that meet the specified funding criteria.

3) What is the purpose of the funding?

IP Access aims to remove barriers to innovation, by providing businesses with the confidence they need to invest 
in their IP, explore new revenue streams, act on business opportunities, and minimise and manage risks to their 
business. The long-term goal is to ensure that small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) are able to secure and 
use their IP to develop their business and grow. 

4) Am I eligible to apply?

To qualify for IP Access, you must be an SME that has previously worked with either Innovate UK Edge (formerly 
Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and Island Enterprises, or the Welsh 
Government, and must have been awarded an IP audit between April 2020 and March 2022.

5) Why should I apply?

The contribution you receive from IP Access will help you take forward some of the recommendations made 
in your IP audit report and implement measures that will allow you to protect and use the valuable IP assets in 
your business.

6) How can I apply?

Applications are submitted to the IPO by the nominated contact at an IPO partner organisation (either Innovate 
UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and Island Enterprises, 
or the Welsh Government). Prior to endorsing and submitting the application, the nominated contact will revisit 
the recommendations made in your IP audit report and discuss how you plan to use IP Access. If the scheme is 
appropriate, they will work with you to complete the form and submit it to the IPO on your behalf. Applications 
must be submitted by an IP Audit Partner. 
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7) When can I apply?

Applications for IP Access will open on 25 August 2021 and remain open until 12pm on 31 March 2022.

8) What can I use the funds for?

IP Access can be used to cover the cost of services related to: the management of IP assets, commercialisation 
of IP, licensing and franchising agreements, IP insurance, IP valuation, tax relief advice and professional fees for IP 
services in the UK and abroad, including patent, trade mark and registered design searching and the preparation 
of patent,  trade mark and registered design applications.

9) What can I not use the funds for?

The funds cannot be used to cover the official filing fees for filing patent, trade mark or registered design 
applications. The application form explains what the funds can and cannot be used for.

10) Is funding guaranteed?

IP Access is a competitive grant-funding scheme. By applying for IP Access, you are entering into a competitive 
process. This means that funding will be awarded to a limited number of businesses.

11) How will applications be assessed?

Applications are assessed by the IPO against the criteria set out in the IP Access application form and the 
expected benefits outlined in the application form.

12) Where can I find further information?

The IP Access application form provides further information about the funding criteria, a checklist of what should 
be included in your application form, and the Terms and Conditions of the grant. 

13) Where can I find information on state aid?

For more information on state aid see WWW.GOV.UK

14) How do I ask other questions?

Get in touch with your nominated contact at Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe Network) or at  
contact@innovateukedge.ukri.org. Alternatively, contact the Intellectual Property Office (IPO) at ipaccess@ipo.gov.uk

http://www.gov.uk
mailto:contact%40innovateukedge.ukri.org?subject=
mailto:ipaccess@ipo.gov.uk
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15) What is the overall process?

Prior to applying for IP Access:

A nominated contact from one of our partner organisations (either Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe 
Network), Scottish Enterprise and the Highlands and Island Enterprises, or the Welsh Government) would have 
advised whether a part-funded IP audit would be applicable to your business. 

Following an application for a part-funded IP audit (which would have been submitted by the nominated contact 
on your behalf) you would have been notified of the outcome of your application for an IP audit. Businesses that 
are successful in receiving funding for a part-funded IP audit are expected to act upon the recommendations 
made in the IP audit report. The IP audit would have been conducted by an IP professional. It would have 
provided a clear picture of your IP assets to ensure you are able to manage your own IP and develop an effective 
plan or strategy to grow your business. The IPO would have paid the IP professional directly for their work.

Following receipt of the IP audit report, you would have received dedicated follow-on support from the 
nominated contact at one of the partner organisations listed above. They would have worked with you to discuss 
the report’s recommendations and to identify your next steps and priorities. 

SMEs that have started the above steps may be eligible to apply to receive further funding from the IP Access 
scheme. Contributions received through this scheme can be used towards professional work related to 
developing and commercialising your products and/or services. 

If you received an IP audit between April 2020 to March 2022 and have already incurred expenses to take forward 
the recommendations made in the IP audit report, you may still be eligible for funding through this scheme.

When applying for IP Access:

1. Read through the information you received from the IPO.

2. If you believe you are eligible for the IP Access scheme and would like to apply, get in touch with your 
nominated contact at either Innovate UK Edge (formerly Enterprise Europe Network), Scottish Enterprise and 
the Highlands and Islands Enterprise, or the Welsh Government to discuss your application with them.

3. If you want to apply for funding to implement the actions recommended in the IP audit report, then you must 
choose an IP professional to do so, share the IP Access guidance with them, and ask them to complete the 
separate form (Annex 1) with details of the services they will provide you with. If your application is successful, 
when the work is completed, they must submit their invoice for eligible services they provided directly to the 
IPO within the given deadline and copy you in. The IPO will pay the IP Professional directly for their work.

4. There are a variety of professional individuals who are qualified to provide the services you may require. It is 
your responsibility to choose an appropriate IP Professional. You may wish to work with the IP professional 
that conducted your IP audit or speak to your nominated contact before considering other options. Please 
note the qualified IP Professional you appoint must be UK based. The Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys 
and The Chartered Institute of Trade Mark Attorneys can also provide a list of their members in your area. 
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Before making contact with a qualified IP Professional it is recommended that you read the information 
found on our website at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/seeking-intellectual-property-advice. This sets out the 
different types of service available and how/where to access them. 

5. Alternatively, if you want to apply for funding to cover expenses you incurred prior to 25 August 2021 to take 
forward recommendations made in the IP audit report, you must ask the IP professional that carried out the 
services to provide evidence of the work delivered and paid for on the separate form (Annex 1) and submit 
a copy of their invoice(s). Further information on how to claim funding for expenses already incurred can be 
found in Application Form B.

6. The nominated contact at the IPO partner organisation will support you with your application for IP Access 
and answer any initial questions you have about the application process. Your application for IP Access must 
be endorsed by your nominated contact (section 7). 

7. The nominated contact will then submit your completed IP Access application to the IPO.

8. The IPO will let you and your nominated contact know if your application has been successful.

9. Payment will be made to cover the cost of eligible services. A maximum contribution of £5,000 (including 
VAT) will be paid for services that meet the funding criteria.

10. The IPO will send you an evaluation survey and may ask you to provide further information (for data collection 
purposes) after the funds have been paid. These must be completed and returned to the IPO within the 
specified timeframe. This marks the end of the IP Access process.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/seeking-intellectual-property-advice
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